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Welcome again to Brookvale Oval to support the 
Northern Spirit as they take on the Wollongong 
Wolves. After our win on Wednesday we're 
neck and neck with the Wolves so the three 
competition points up for grabs tonight are vitally 
important to both teams final’s chances. | look 
forward to seeing the battle out on the pitch. 


We return to Brookvale to enjoy the Spirit playing 
some of the most exciting football | have seen 
all season. After backing up from Saturday's 
game in Perth, the Spirit team showed urgency, 
class and a unified effort to beat Parramatta 
Power at North Sydney Oval on Wednesday 
night. Lets hope that they can back up well 
again this afternoon and come away with a win. 


The game on Wednesday night was significant 
for more than just the final score line. The way 
we played as a team was indicative of the team 
effort and combination that we have been striving 
and building for all season. No doubt we missed 
two of our more experienced players with Alex 
Tobin and lan Ferguson on the side lines with 
injury. However, the team on the park played at 
a high level and each and every player played 
with heart, determination and skill. It was my 
first chance to see Stewart Petrie in action and 


he deserved the man of the match honour for 
his performance. Another new signing who had 
an outstanding game was Bradley Groves. Both 
players seem to have fit in well with the rest of 
the team which is a credit to the players that 
were already here. The new players have also 
provided the balance between youth and expe- 
rience that we have been striving for. 


On Wednesday night the crowd was treated to 
an awesome display by the Spirit side and | 
hope, with three home games remaining in the 
season, that you continue to show your support 
for those players on the pitch and the Club as a 
whole. We're building for the future and we 
welcome you to join us. 


On behalf of the Club, | would like to pay tribute 
to Alex Tobin as he returns home to play his 
501st game in the NSL. A great player, who has 
done so much for soccer, Alex, we congratulate 
you on your achievement. 


So sit back and enjoy tonight's game, | look 
forward to seeing you at our next home 
game which is back at North Sydney Oval on 
February 21 when we take on Tobin’s original 
team, Adelaide City Force. 
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VIEW FROM THE TOP 
— Lawrie McKinna 


Our result against Perth Glory wasn’t what we 
had hoped for given the way we extended them 
at North Sydney Oval. Damian Mori broke his 
goal scoring drought when netting twice but at 
least he didn’t manage to reach the landmark 
figure of 200 NSL goals by adding a third. | have 
no doubt he will probably have done that by the 
time you are reading this. 


Of course it was still a significant match, result 
aside, for Alex Tobin. He may not want to recall 
the game too fondly in the future because of the 
result, or the fact he picked up his second 
yellow card of the season late on, but it was his 
500th NSL appearance and for that we must 
congratulate him. 


It shows what a magnificent professional he has 
been over the years and how consistent he has 
been during 20-seasons in the Australian top flight. 
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He was as disappointed by the result as the rest 
of us and not because of the milestone he had 
reached but for the dropped three points. 


We brought in some new faces in this game 
with Stewart Petrie on form the start and 
Bradley Groves also making his debut after 
replacing Stewart in the second-half. With their 
first match over they will not be overawed in the 
future and they are two to keep an eye on. 


Once more | write this before a game was played 
and hopefully we have bounced straight back 
with a win against Parramatta Power midweek. 
| can’t write too much more than that simply 
because it would be more speculation than fact. 


Tonight we tackle the Wollongong Wolves. They 
have been improving over the last few rounds 
and though not taking the league by storm they 
are proving to be a very difficult side to break 
down. We may need to be patient this evening in 
our approach to the match. If we don’t get an 
early breakthrough we must dig in and probe for 
the openings. 


| seem to write this every week but matches 
against the Wolves have often proven close 
fought affairs with plenty of controversy. Often 
tight games they usually provide plenty of talking 
points, | don’t expect tonight to be too different. 


| would ask that tonight the supporters, both 
ours and those of Wollongong, join together to 
applaud Australia’s finest player of any football 
code, Alex Tobin. 


Tonight, above all, belongs to him and may the 
best team win! 
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OUR VISITOR'S TONIGHT 


This evening we tackle our NSW counterparts 
the Wollongong Wolves here at Brookvale in 
what promises to be a match to be remembered. 


Wollongong have been steadily grinding out 
results recently after early defeats and with no 
fewer than eight draws in their matches this 
season, have shown they are content to fight for 
every point as if their lives depended on it. This 
is an admirable quality for any side and they are 
Not afraid to ‘mix it’ with any team. 


Similar to Northern Spirit they have a strong 
contingent of youngsters in the side mixed with 
the ‘old heads’ to keep order. Indeed, Wolves 
are very like Spirit in many facets of the game as 
it currently stands. They are rebuilding and had 
a squad decimated, for whatever reasons, but 
are looking toward the future with the hope of 
recapturing the form that brought them the top 
prize — twice! 


They come to Brookvale with a decent record 
against the Spirit with the overall legend of: P9 
W2 D1 L6 F11 A19 (Spirit shown first). In Sydney 
they have as good a record as the home side: P4 
W2 D0 L2 F6 A9. Without a draw between them 
this side of ‘the big coat hanger’ we can safely 
assume even with their drawing streak this 
season, tonight is unlikely to end in stalemate, 


Shane ‘Cliffy Jnr’ Lyons (#8) returns to face the 
club where he spent a couple of seasons under 
Graham Arnold. ‘Jnr’ is a happy-go-lucky 
character and is rarely seen without a cheeky 
smile. He has a hard time in Canberra with the 
Cosmos before they folded and it is good to see 
him back on the national league stage. A tricky 
customer who is that little bit older, little bit wiser. 


Stuart Young (#10) has played in two Grand 
Finals for the Wolves, winning both. A striker who 
finds the net every other game on average, he 
can be lethal inside the box. The supply to him 
must be cut off and a close watch must be kept 
as he can produce something out of nothing with 
an apparent ease that can be as frightening as 
itis sublime. He is also the captain of the side. 
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With Andrew Crews (#1), David Cervinski (#5) 
and 324-game veteran Robbie Stanton at the 
back, the defence looks solid but not impassible. 
Not an easy wall to breach but Spirit will keep 
chipping away to find an opening. 


Others to watch for include; Dino Mennillo (#23) 
and Ben Blake (#26) who has returned to the 
Club recently. A strong, robust, no-nonsense 
player who is capable of getting forward and 
supporting the attack, 


Ron Corry. Not simply the Wolves coach but a 
great person and someone this writer has the 
greatest of respect for. He only played six times 
in the fledgling NSL—for Marconi in 80-81 — but 
represented Australia 33-times between 1967 and 
1973. As a goalkeeper he was never flamboyant 
and made the difficult look easy without overdoing 
as some keepers do today. As a coach he has 
brought that supposed ‘laid back’ approach, 
Quietly spoken, that belies a winning and com- 
petitive streak, Corry is a well liked and respected 
person within football circles. He kept goal for 
Canterbury, Pan Hellenic (now Olympic Sharks), 
Sydney United and Manly in the NSW State 
League from the 60s to early 80s and has been 
the goalkeeper coach for Sydney United and 
Wollongong before becoming the full-time coach 
at the latter when Nick Theodorakopoulos parted 
with the Club. Led Wolves to the second of their 
two Grand Final wins in his first season in charge. 


Northern Spirit 


Player 

Julian Watts 
Simon Bell 

Noel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 
Robbie Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan Macallister 
Troy Cranney 
John Hutchinson 
Bradley Groves 
Vuko Tomasevic 
Brent Fisher 
Stewart Petrie 
Alex Wilkinson 
Jeremy Seales 
Paul Henderson 
Sean Walsh 
Matthew Osman 
Steven Baveas 
Mitchell Prentice 
Shane Thompson 
Aaron Burgess 
Jonathan Richter 
Matthew Hunter 
Jacob Rex 

Adam Foti 
Russell Woodruffe 


Position 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Midfield 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Striker 
Striker 


DOB 

17/03/71 
21/10/78 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/07/72 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
31/05/83 
17/05/82 
09/02/72 
29/12/79 
29/01/82 
13/05/80 
06/07/83 
27/02/70 
13/08/84 
17/02/76 
22/04/76 
14/02/84 
29/07/83 
07/04/84 
02/03/83 
24/11/78 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 
29/04/84 
10/04/84 
20/02/84 
08/11/85 
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Wollongong Wolves 
# Player 
1 Andrew Crews 
2 Liam Austin 
3 Jacob Timpano 
4 Robert Stanton 
5 David Cervinski 
6 Alex Castro 
7 Dustin Wells 
8 Shane Lyons 
10 | Stuart Young 
11 Naum Sekulovski 
12 | Aaron O’Brien 
13 | Dean Heffernan 
14 | Buddy Farah 
15 | David Huxley 
16 | Matthew Galea 
17 | Shane Lockhart 
18 | Andrew Smith 
19 | Harvey Rodriguez 
20 | Scott Whalan 
21 Vedran Japanjac 
22 | Daniel Aliffi 
23 Dino Mennillo 
24 | Tallan Martin 
25 Nathan Abel 
26 Ben Blake 


Position 
Goalkeeper 
Midfield 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfield 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 


DOB 

18/08/73 
03/05/81 
03/01/86 
15/04/72 
08/11/70 
09/02/74 
31/05/83 
29/08/79 
16/12/72 
14/05/82 
29/09/77 
19/05/80 
18/08/78 
16/10/76 
06/08/79 
26/09/82 
21/07/83 
25/04/81 
08/01/82 
03/06/82 
11/01/82 
22/08/75 
24/02/83 
04/03/85 
26/01/76 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALEX TOBIN 


- Micky Brock & Andrew Howe 


Though Alex Tobin may not wish to recall his 
500th NSL appearance too fondly — losing three-nil 
and collecting a yellow card in the process —the 
quietly spoken stopper is no doubt very pleased 
to have reached another milestone that he can 
look back on during his dotage with pride. 


For 20-seasons now the player has paraded his 
wares on the football field with a consistency 
that defies belief. It has been rare that a mistake 
has not been rectified, a missed tackle hasn't 
been salvaged or a glitch that has led to the 
opposition scoring. Indeed, he can lay claim to 
this remarkable achievement not only at club 
level but also on the international stage. 


As the most capped Socceroo, usually at captain, 
and the greatest appearance maker of any football 
code in Australia, the accolades that duly ought 
to come his way have been earned the hard 
way since the early 1980's. Hard to believe that 
it was in the last century that a Melbourne born 
lad, who moved to Adelaide as a young child, 
made his debut in what was still a very young 
national soccer competition. 


Harder to believe is the fact that 20-years later 
he is still as solid in defence as ever and shows 
no real signs of slowing down, although the 
wags among us would say that if he slowed 
down any further he would be stopped in his 
tracks! 


But that is Alex. Many feel him to be aloof 
because of his quiet approach to life, a gentle 
off-field demeanor and polite nature. However, 
just a few fleeting moments in his company dis- 
pels that notion out of hand. He is a thoughtful 
person, knowledgeable, intelligent and a loving 
husband and father. Without a very understanding 
wife, a stable home life, and a strong work ethic 
none of would be able to give of our best in this 
or any other male dominated sport. 


When you add to this that he is the Chairman of 
the Professional Footballers Association, designed 
to get a fair deal for all players, it is hard to believe 
he has managed to fit any football in at all. 
Thankfully, for all concerned, he has and what a 
great career it has been for a true character of 
the game. 
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Having spoken to many players about Alex 
recently, | won't name them for fear of embar- 
rassing the man any farther than is absolutely 
necessary, the strikers have said that he is the 
player they have relished playing against. The 
reason for this is because they have always 
seen him as the best player in his position this 
country has produced. If they want to be the 
best they have to play and prove themselves 
against the best...and many still have the marks 
to prove it. (Not true, | just threw that in for a 
laugh as Alex is probably one of the cleanest 
players to grace the game. It is rare that he 
gives away a free-kick as his tackles are usually 
well timed and executed). 


Defenders he has played with over the years 
describe him variously as ‘a rock’ and the man 
who gave them the confidence to play their 
natural game as he never seems flustered in 
any situation. It is the cool head and calculating 
nature of Tobin on the field that most remember 
and the words of support he has offered to calm 
their fears. 


Midfielders pay probably the highest of compli- 
ments. It is they who say that having Tobin at the 
heart of the defence allowed them to push 
forward in support of the attack with the knowledge 
that should it break down he would naturally deal 
with it on most occasions and then set up the 
next attack with a deft pass ora ball over the top. 


No matter where you look you find people who are 
full of praise for Alex, both as a man and a player. 


| looked for those who didn’t have a good word 
for him, on or off the field, and the reality is | 
simply couldn't find any. | couldn't find a single 
person with anything detrimental to say. 
Admittedly, after @ phenomenal amount of 
phone calls | didn’t have to search for too long 
as it was quite apparent that Alex is truly one of 
the most respected, if not the most respected, 
player in Australian football history of his era. 


Over the years it has been an enormous pleasure 
for me to spend time in his company, both at 
club and national level, and | feel the saddest 
episode of the story so far is the fact that he 
never got the chance to play in the World Cup 


finals nor lead the side into one. It would have 
been just reward for the man and the country to 
have done so. 


Alex is a true gentleman, a gentle, loving man 
off the field, uncompromising on it and a more 
loyal friend to so many people would be hard to 
locate. He is not given to overstatement, can 
suffer fools, although he would never admit 
there are any of course and can look back in 
years to come and say: “been there, done that.” 


Knowing Alex though, it is unlikely that sort of 
thought would even enter his head as he is finally 
able to sit back and think about the career that 
has brought him so many memories- both good 
and bad —and reflects upon a lifetime doing what 
he does best and loves deeply, playing football. 


Tonight we are able to applaud the greatest NSL 
player, the greatest Socceroo captain of modern 
times and a bloody good bloke! Ladies, gentle- 
men, boys and girls, tonight is Alex Tobin Night 
and if you need any encouragement to show 
your appreciation of what he has been able to 
achieve over the last 20-years, have you ever 
thought you were following the wrong sport? 


ALEX TOBIN FACT FILE 


Position: Defender 
Born: 3 Nov 1965 


SOCCEROO HONOURS: 


‘A internationals: [1988- 
1998] 87 games (2 goals) 
Non-A internationals: 
[1988-1999] 26 games 

(1 goal) 
~ Allinternationals: [1988- 
1999] 113 games (3 goals) 


ALL GAMES (AND GOALS): 

1988 [A int] Taiwan (1 goal), New Zealand, Taiwan 

1988 [Non-A] IFK Gotenburg, Dinamo Zagreb 

1990 [A int] Indonesia, South Korea, South Korea 

1990 [Non-A] Torpedo Moscow, Torpedo 
Moscow (1 goal), Hajduk Split, Hajduk Split, 
Malaysia u23, Thailand u23 

1991 [A int] Czechoslovakia, Czechoslovakia, 
New Zealand, New Zealand, England, Sth Korea 

1991 [Non-A] USSR B, USA B, South Korea B 

1992 [A int] Sweden, Sweden, Sweden, USA, 
Argentina, Uruguay, Croatia, Croatia, 
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Croatia, Malaysia, Indonesia, Solomon 
Islands, Tahiti, Tahiti, Solomon Islands 

1992 [Non-A] Thailand u19, South Korea u23 

1993 [A int] Kuwait, Kuwait, New Zealand, New 
Zealand, Canada, Canada, South Korea, 
South Korea, Argentina, Argentina 

1993 [Non-A] Vitesse Arnhem, Borussia Dortmund, 
Go Ahead Eagles, AC Milan, AC Milan, Duisberg, 
De Graafschap, NEC Nijmegen, Colo Colo, Catolica 

1994 [A int] Japan, France, South Africa, South 
Africa, Kuwait, Japan 

1995 [A int] Colombia, Colombia, Japan, Ghana, 
Ghana, Ghana, Argentina, New Zealand, 
New Zealand 

1996 [A int] Japan, Japan, Sweden, Sweden, 
Scotland, Ghana, South Africa, Kenya (1 goal), 
Tahiti, Tahiti 

1997 [A int] New Zealand, South Korea, Norway, 
Solomon Islands, Solomon Islands, Tahiti, New 
Zealand, New Zealand, Tunisia, Iran, Iran, 
Mexico, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Uruguay, Brazil 

1998 [A int] Chile, South Korea, Japan, Croatia, 
Fiji, Cook Islands, Tahiti, New Zealand, USA 

1999 [Non-A] World Stars, Manchester United, 
Manchester United 


Underage Australian representative honours: 
U/20 - 1985 World Youth Cup qualifiers 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE: 

1984 Adelaide City (NSL) 16 games (0 goals) 
1985 Adelaide City (NSL) 12 games (0 goals) 
1986 Adelaide City (NSL) 25 games (0 goals) 
1987 Adelaide City (NSL) 24 games (0 goals) 
1988 Adelaide City (NSL) 20 games (1 goal} 
1989 Adelaide City (NSL) 21 games (0 goals) 
1989-90 Adelaide City (NSL) 26 games (0 goals) 
1989-90 Adelaide City (NSL) 27 games (0 goals, 
1991-92 Adelaide City (NSL) 30 games (3 goals 
1992-93 Adelaide City (NSL} 30 games (2 goals 
1993-94 Adelaide City (NSL}31 games (5 goals, 
1994-95 Adelaide City (NSL) 26 games (2 goals) 
1995-96 Adelaide City (NSL) 34 games (5 goals) 
1996-97 Adelaide City (NSL) 29 games (4 goals) 
1997-98 Adelaide City (NSL) 25 games (2 goals) 
1998-99 Adelaide City (NSL) 29 games (3 goals 
1999-00 Adelaide City (NSL} 31 games (0 goals 
2000-01 Parramatta Power (NSL} 26 games (2 goals| 
2001-02 Parramatta Power (NSL) 22 games (2 goals) 
Northern Spirit (NSL) 16 games (0 goals) 


TOTAL NSL: 500 games (31 goals) 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE TABLE: 


Position Team 
Perth Glor 
Olympic Sharks 
Newcastle United 


__ 3 __Neweastle United 0 


Parramatta Power 
South Melbourne 
Adelaide City Force 
Wollongong Wolves 
Northern Spirit 
Football Kingz 
Melbourne Knights 
Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Stallions 


Northern Spirit Easter Soccer Camps: We are now 
taking bookings for our Easter Soccer Camps for boys 
and girls aged between six and 16 years. The camps 
are running from 9am — 3pm in five locations from 
Monday 14th April until Thursday 17th April. You will 
have access to qualified coaches, be able to meet 
Northern Spirit first team players, every child receives 
a gift from the Spirit as well as being able to learn and 
develop new soccer skills for the new season. 


Venue 1— Cromer Park, 101 South Creek Rd, Dee Why 
Venue 2- Killarney Oval, Melwood Avenue, Killarney 
Venue 3—Lionel Watts, Blackbutts Rd, Frenchs Forest 
Venue 4 — Jackson Rd, Playing Fields, Warriewood 
Venue 5 — Kuringai High School, Bobbin Head Rd, 
Turramurra, 


To book your place on the camp, call 02 8904 1487 or 
send an email to marketing@northernspirit.com.au 
and leave your address. 
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NEXT HOME GAME 


Northern Spirit 
VS 
Adelaide City Force 
at North Sydney Oval 
Friday February 21, 2003 
Gates Open 4:30pm 
Kick off 7:30pm 


The Spirit of Australia. 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around A\ 
w 


ralia V 


ith 


QANTAS 


